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“Sediment choking N.C. Rivers”

From N.C. Riverkeepers Donna Lisenby, Heather Jacobs, Larry Baldwin, Dean Naujoks, Hartwell Carson and Brian Wheat: 

N.C. Riverkeepers greatly appreciate the April 1 article, "Development leaves murky legacy." The photo of bright orange sediment from a nearby construction site choking the life out of Lake Norman highlights a serious pollution problem that is occurring in rivers, lakes and estuaries across the entire state. 

Sediment is a serious threat to water quality. It clogs the gills of fish, smothers small fish, mussels and much of the aquatic life living in our rivers and streams. Impacts to water quality from construction storm water runoff are often compounded and present potential health risks when additional pollutants like phosphorus (nutrients) and fecal bacteria are transported with sediment into water ways during rain events. 

According to the EPA (Region IV in Atlanta) and the N.C. Department of Environment and Natural Resources, they receive more citizen complaints about sediment than any other environmental concern. Yet, very little is being done at the state and local level to address the public outcry for safe, clean water. Attempts to add additional inspectors and/or increase penalties to address sediment pollution are often met with resistance from development interests who suggest such actions will "have a major impact on growth." Nothing could be farther from the truth. 

North Carolina is the sixth fastest-growing state. From 1982-2002, N.C.'s population increased by 42 percent, while developed land increased by 82 percent -- 2 million additional acres of developed land. The rate of growth and the conversion to developed land will increase by 58 percent, or 2,177,336 acres by 2027, according to "Our Lakes at Risk: Impact of Growth on NC's Water Quality," NC PIRG 2005. North Carolina's state and local governments simply cannot afford to be complacent on this issue when the quality of life for millions of people across the state -- from the coastal waters to our mountain streams -- is being severely impacted from development. 

N.C. Riverkeepers recognize that we can no longer wait for weak regulatory agencies to fix this problem. More than a year ago, we began seeking funding for our non-profit organizations to initiate a statewide program called Muddy Water Watch. 

Provided we get adequate community funding, this program will train citizens across the state over the next two years to monitor construction sites so they can properly identify faulty maintenance and sedimentation violations. We'll evaluate local government sediment and erosion programs to see if inspectors are using enforcement tools like "stop work orders" and stiff penalties to enforce compliance. 

If none of these actions result in adequate protection of our beloved rivers, we intend to use the federal Clean Water Act to bring private enforcement action in the court system against repeat violators who consistently fail to control their polluted sediment runoff. 

If you would like to be a part of the solution, then we encourage you to join your local Riverkeeper organization today and support the initiation of the Muddy Water Watch Project. 

Want to Help? 

Information about how you can support the Riverkeepers is available on each Web site: Catawba: Donna Lisenby, www.catawbariverkeeper.org;  French Broad: Hartwell Carson, www.riverlink.org; New: Brian Wheat, www.newriverfoundation.org; Upper Neuse: Dean Naujoks, Lower Neuse: Larry Baldwin www.neuseriverkeepers.org; Tar-Pamlico: Heather Jacobs, www.ptrf.org. 
