Activist Claim Victory in Falls Lake fight 
by Kristina Leighton, Wake Weekly Staff Writer
Jan. 6, 2005

Two of North Carolina’s head honchos, Attorney General Roy Cooper and Health Secretary Carmen Hooker Odom, will face off this month when they meet to discuss the fate of Butner’s controversial treated sewage request.
The town of Butner wants to increase the amount of treated sewage it discharges into Falls Lake to allow for growth in and around the town. To increase its water discharge, Butner must also increase the amount of nitrogen it is allowed to put into the lake.
The state limits the amount of nitrogen that sewer treatment plants are allowed to dump into the Neuse River. 
To increase the amount of nitrogen it is allowed to discharge, Butner purchased 65,000 pounds in nitrogen credits from a Pamlico County company for $1.68 million and plans to move them more than 200 miles upstream.
Officials from several cities and towns that get their drinking water from Falls Lake, including Wake Forest, Rolesville and Raleigh, have protested the move.
State legislators from Wake County, including Reps. Rick Eddins, Jennifer Weiss and Deborah Ross, also spoke against the change. And State Senator Marc Basnight questioned the move in a letter to Odom in November. 
Now Attorney General Cooper has joined those opposed.
Just before Christmas, Cooper sent Odom a letter expressing concerns with the deal, specifically questioning the wisdom of trading pollution credits.
Cooper said he shares the same concerns as Basnight..
Basnight questioned in his letter whether the proposal met the requirements of the Clean Water Responsibility Act of 1997, legislation designed to reduce the levels of nutrient concentrations. He also asked if other alternatives, such as using special plumbing to reduce the amount of wastewater that needs to be treated, have been considered.
Cooper asked to meet with Odom to discuss his concerns about the situation.
William McKinney, a spokesperson for the attorney general’s office, said Cooper doesn’t have a specific solution to the problem in mind.
“His primary focus is getting all sides to come together and talk about this issue and see where to go,” McKinney said. “He also wants to see how this plan would impact the state’s arguments on tradable permit schemes.”
Cooper cited in his letter the Clean Smokestacks Act of 2002, designed to prevent the trade of air pollution credits. The concern in trading such credits was the increased potential for the pollutants discharged into the air to harm people and communities down wind, he said.
“I am just as concerned about the impact of trading pollution credits on our water quality and the health of those living down stream,” he said.
Neuse River activists have voiced concerns that the added nitrogen, a byproduct of the wastewater treatment process, will promote further algae growth in the lake, disrupting aquatic life and possibly causing health problems in humans. 
The lake has already shown signs of distress and environmentalists worry that adding more nitrogen will only make things worse.
So far, Odom has defended Butner’s proposal.
“Butner does not believe the cumulative impacts of its proposed upgrade will be detrimental to the drinking water supplies of Raleigh and the Neuse River as a whole,” she wrote in a response to Basnight’s letter last month. 
Odom said in her letter that new technology in the town’s upgraded sewer treatment plant will actually initially reduce the levels of nitrogen and phosphorous below what the town currently discharges into the water.
During public hearings on the issue in September and November, several town officials and Granville County residents spoke in favor of the expansion. They said expanding the plant is essentially allowing the town to grow and provide needed services to area residents. 
Odom has reiterated those concerns. 
Despite Odom’s confidence in the proposal, representatives from her office said the department won’t make any moves concerning the plant until after Cooper and Odom meet. 
Representatives from both Cooper and Odom’s offices said the two will likely meet sometime in the next week. 
Wake Forest Town Manager Mark Williams has also written letters of protest to Department of Health and Human Services and the Division of Water Quality about concerns with the proposal and its effect on Falls Lake. 
Williams said Monday he’s glad the issue is getting more attention. “I’m hoping now that it’s finally gotten the attention of some of these state officials, those making the decisions will take more care,” he said. “We understand Butner’s plight, but we feel there are other ways to treat the wastewater without it ending up in Falls Lake.”
A decision about whether or not the town will be allowed to expand its plant is expected from the North Carolina Division of Water Quality in February.



Riverkeeper complains about WF's flood plain building
by Johnny Whitfield, Wake Weekly Associate Editor 
February 3, 2005
In October, Wake Forest commissioners approved plans for a townhouse development in the Richland Creek Flood Plain despite threats by the Neuse riverkeeper that he would tell state officials that Wake Forest wasn't a good steward of its natural resources.
Last month, Dean Naujoks made good on his promise.
In a letter to Francine Durso, the deputy director of the Clean Water Management Trust Fund, Naujoks said Wake Forest commissioners were allowing development projects in the flood plain.
"The staff continues to recommend not developing in the flood plain, but the town commissioners ignore the recommendations and simply cave in to development interests," Naujoks told Durso.
Naujoks said he decided to follow through on his promise after reading press reports about a second flood plain development approved by town commissioners in December.
In that case, commissoners approved a change to the development plan for Heritage South, allowing development on five additional lots that fall in the flood plain.
"That's just following up on what we said. I was a little disappointed because here were the professionals telling them not to develop in the flood plain but they went ahead and did it anyway," Naujoks said.
Alerting groups like the Clean Water Management Trust Fund about the town's plans to allow development in the flood plain could cost the town money if it tries in the future to win grants from the agency or others like it.
Lisa Shell, a spokesperson for the Clean Water Management Trust Fund, said Naujoks' letter wouldn't affect a $240,000 contract the town currently has with the organization. But she said it could affect future funding.
"All of our grant decisions are made by our 21-member board. The information about the development in the flood plain will certainly be taken into account when they consider other applications," Shell said.
But she stopped short of saying it would exclude Wake Forest from winning future grants. "It could present a difficulty," Shell said.
Shell said her organization has not received similar letters about any other towns like the one Naujoks wrote about Wake Forest.
Wake Forest Town Manager Mark Williams said Monday he was not aware that Naujoks had written to the agency.
But Williams, who warned commissioners that snagging grants in the future could be harder if commissioners approved flood plain developments, said Naujoks' letter could present a hurdle.
"There is always that concern. We'll just have to see how strongly people take this," Williams said.
The development plan that sparked Naujoks' concern has since been scrubbed, according to Williams.
He said the town has made some important strides in protecting town waterways thanks to funding from the Clean Water Management Trust Fund.
"The big one is the Smith Creek Greenway project where we tried to acquire greenway from the Neuse River all the way to our reservoir. We've made a commitment over the next 10 years to get that greenway built," Williams said.
That project is covered under the town's current contract with the Clean Water Management Trust Fund.
The town has also used grant money for a pair of stream restoration projects along Richland Creek.
Another important funding source could be at risk because of the town's stance toward flood plain development.
Wake County voters approved a $26.2 million bond referendum last fall to spend money on open space.
The bond is expected to help local governments protect waterways through land acquisition along waterways.
Deputy County Manager Joe Durham said Wake Forest wouldn't be punished directly because it approved development in the flood plain.
But he did say this town, just like any other, will have to meet specific criteria when applying for part of that money.
If those criteria aren't met, Durham said, the likelihood of getting any of that money is remote.
"Our process isn't going to change, but we may continue to discuss it as we move along. Our major focus is on clean water," Durham said.
Part of the criteria local governments must meet is approval by a land development review committee looking at how towns plan their growth.
Williams called the efforts to secure part of the bond money a highly competitive process.
"Our concern is that this might send up a red flag to them when they realize we've approved developments in the flood plain," Williams said.
While flood plain activity sparked Naujok's response, he was also critical of the town for not continuing to defend stricter regulations along the Neuse River, where the town was considering the purchase of a raw water intake.
In his letter to Durso, Naujoks said the town acted deceitfully when it worked to protect the more restrictive classification.
"Now that they are merging (water and sewer systems) with Raleigh, they see it as an open ticket to obliterate this watershed. I hope you will consider this next time the town asks for money," Naujoks wrote.
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Neuse River Foundation celebrates 25 years
By LaToya Mack Sutton, Wake Weekly Staff Writer
Twenty-five years ago, the deteriorating condition of the Neuse River prompted a group of volunteers to form the Neuse River Foundation. 
That group began its work from a trailer in New Bern. It expanded over the years and in 1993 decided to hire its first Riverkeeper, retired Marine Rick Dove. 
Dove pursued his dream of being a commercial fisherman when he retired from the Marine Corps in 1987. After the first two years in operation, the business was succeeding. But then, the fish were dying. 
Dove noticed open, bleeding sores on the fish. He and his son Todd, who worked with him, developed the same kind of sores on their legs, arms and hands. 
After two years in the fishing business, the fish kills were so bad that Dove had to close his operation. A year later, North Carolina had its largest fish kill. More than 1 billion fish died over a six-week period. 
Dead fish had to be bulldozed into the ground. The algae was so thick, people had to shovel it. 
When hired by the Neuse River Foundation, Dove was charged with protecting and restoring the river. 
Scientists now know that what was killing the fish and making people who came in contact with the water and the fish sick was pfiesteria. Its toxins make fish inactive, cause sores on their skin and eventually kill them. 
In people, pfiesteria causes memory loss, respiratory problems and brain damage. 
Upper Neuse Riverkeeper Dean Naujoks said the fish kills are still happening. Ten to 20 million died last year because of upstream pollution, he said. 
With pollution still occurring, the Riverkeepers have work to do. The Riverkeeper program is part of the Waterkeeper Alliance, a national program led by Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 
Dove helped create the alliance, which now has 148 Riverkeeper, Soundkeeper, Baykeeper and Lakekeeper programs around the world. 
The role of Riverkeeper is “part investigator, part attorney, part scientist, and part lobbyist,” Naujoks said. 
“I serve as the full-time advocate for the river,” he said. 
Riverkeepers patrol the river by boat, air or on foot to document environmental problems and enforce environmental regulations.
“The most rewarding part is scientists and elected officials who’ve come to me and given me the information that I need to protect the river,” Naujoks said.
Naujoks worked for the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission for nine years before going back to school at N.C. State University, where he created his own major — environmental policy and sustainable development. 
Growth in the area is one of the concerns Naujoks has for the future of the Neuse River and Falls Lake. The river flows from Falls Lake. 
“There’s so much pressure on the Falls Lake watershed. It’s very concerning.” Naujoks said. “We’ve had water restrictions two out of the last three years. I wouldn’t be surprised if we see them in the future.”
The dry summer led Raleigh officials to call for water conservation, but more people will mean more demand on Falls Lake. The lake is the source of drinking water for 350,000 Wake County residents, including people in Raleigh, Rolesville and Wake Forest. 
About 50,000 people moved in the watershed from 1990 to 2000. 
“If we don’t get a handle on managing the development ... we’re going to have a significant problem, Naujoks said.” 
Sediment from development is already causing a problem for the river. In a lot of places, Naujoks said he can’t take his boat in the water because so much sediment has settled that the water is only two or three feet deep. 
Wake County could soon face the kind of problems Atlanta’s dealing with. The city is spending $3.2 billion to clean up its water and sewer systems. Naujoks said they’re having to spend that money because of “uncontrolled, unregulated growth.”
More than 500,000 people are expected to move to Wake County in the next 20 years. Naujoks said he would just like to see that growth managed appropriately. 
Naujoks pinpoints Wake Forest commissioner Chris Malone as one of the people who don’t see how growth can negatively impact Falls Lake.
“Chris Malone seems to have no problem with Wake Forest becoming an extension of North Raleigh and paving everything all the way to Franklin County,” Naujoks said. 
Naujoks said Wake Forest commissioners have overturned staff decisions on ending development in the flood plain and have increased development in the watershed.
The development of the Neuse River Basin plan was one of the first such plans in the country and was “a huge victory for the Neuse River Foundation,” Naujoks said. The plan requires a 50-foot vegetative buffer on Neuse River tributaries to control polluted runoff and nitrogen reductions from sewage treatment plants, row crop agriculture and new development. 
The Neuse River Basin protection plan helped improve water quality, but Naujoks said problems still exist.
“What we’re concerned about is with all the progress we made ... people seem to have forgotten how bad it was,” Naujoks said.
Naujoks wants people to protect the river for the future and for what it offers to benefit the area. 
“Allowing diminished water quality in Falls Lake and the Neuse River would be disastrous to our economy so dependent on this river for for drinking water, real estate, recreation and our livelihoods.” 
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